
INTRODUCING 
The Jay N. Darling Institute  

at Drake University

Advancing 
the legacy  

of America’s 
Darling



ADVOCACY 

Darling’s drawing on a piece of  
cardboard in 1934 led to the creation  
of the Federal Duck Stamp Program,  
which raised over $1 billion to acquire  
and protect wildlife habitat. 

Appointed by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Darling led the U.S. Biological 
Survey, the forerunner of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and established  
28 wildlife refuges.

LEADERSHIP

Darling’s initial pledge of $9,000 sparked 
the establishment of the Cooperative Fish 
and Wildlife Research Units Program (now 
in 40 universities across the nation) and 
the Wildlife Management Institute. 

In 1936, Darling was instrumental in  
founding the National Wildlife Federation, 
which fulfills Darling’s vision with a mission 
of ensuring that wildlife thrive in our rapidly 
changing world.

CONSERVATION 

The J. N. ”Ding” Darling National  
Wildlife Refuge and Ding Darling Wildlife 
Society on Sanibel Island, Florida, and the 
Darling State Park in Brighton, Iowa, honor 
his name and conservation efforts. 

Lake Darling and Darling Dam in Upper 
Souris National Wildlife Refuge were 
named in honor of his work as the first 
director of the Bureau of Biological Survey.

ART 

Built by Darling, the Fish House, on Captiva 
Island is owned by the Robert Rauschenberg 
Foundation. It gives resident artists space 
for focused work, quiet reflection, and 
observation of the natural environment.

As a journalist, conservation activist, and 
advocate of sport hunting and fishing, 
Darling, often called “Ding,” spent his life 
promoting the wise use of natural resources. 
Many know him best as a two-time Pulitzer 
Prize-winning cartoonist for the Des Moines 
Register. He became the first recipient of The 
Wildlife Society’s highest honor—The Aldo 
Leopold Memorial Award. His ability to build 
partnerships, produce results, and balance 
good business with quality of life makes him 
a role model to inspire change and policy for 
future generations.   

 Jay Norwood 
“Ding” Darling

(1876-1962)



Located on the campus of Drake 
University in Des Moines, Iowa,  
The Jay N. Darling Institute will 
communicate Darling’s legacy and 
inspire others to make the world a 
better place. The Institute models 
excellence and elevates our ability  
to create sustainable change  
through collaboration and action. 

It builds on a shared history dating back to 
June 7, 1926, when Drake University awarded 
Darling an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Law 
to recognize his cultural achievements. To 
preserve his work, today Drake serves as the 
home of Darling’s art and papers including  
the We Remember Him When exhibit. 

This new Institute takes another step in 
recognizing and celebrating Darling’s 
commitment to leadership, social change, 
environmental sustainability, journalism, 
 

art, and education with the following vision:

• Academic programming for leadership 
development – social, political and  
economic change 

• National and international leadership  
internship opportunities

• Workshops and conferences building  
on Darling’s national footprint

• An artist in studio program including  
Darling’s own sketchbooks, logs and  
never-before-seen artwork 

• Collaboration opportunities for students  
in media services

• Our Outdoor Heroes curriculum program  
for elementary students

• Acquisition of Darling artifacts for research,  
study, and exhibit – including archiving  
Darling’s own films, audio recordings and 
handwritten notes

• Outreach to build upon partnerships  
with universities and organizations that  
provide Darling resources for research  
and development

• A Darling virtual reality experience

“A modern day Renaissance man, ‘Ding’ Darling was a master  
at bringing people together to realize dreams and create a  
better world through compromise while respecting nature.  
Now more than ever it’s time to reflect, develop, and create a  
sustainable institute dedicated to preserving one of America’s 
greatest treasures—while fulfilling the promise I made to  
Darling’s grandson, ‘Kip’ Koss, and his wife, Andrea.” 

Sam Koltinsky, Director of Legacy Development

The Jay N. Darling Institute at Drake University



CONTACT INFORMATION 

John Smith 
Vice President of University  

Advancement, Drake University

Sam Koltinsky  
Director of Legacy Development

University Advancement 
Drake University 

2507 University Ave. 
Des Moines, IA 50311

515-271-4847

Preserve a legacy. 
Inspire change.

Join us in carrying forward the 
legacy of Jay Norwood Darling and 
inspiring change among generations 
to follow. Your generous gift will  
make The Jay N. Darling Institute 
at Drake University a reality. Our 
capital campaign of $3.5 million 
includes the following endowments 
and operational support:

Executive Director,  
academic full-time position,  
including programming,  
internships, and exhibits  
and conferences

Director of Legacy  
Development 

Cowles Library archival  
and internships

Media services 

Content acquisition

Our Outdoor Heroes  
curriculum for educators  
and youth


